The Lord’s Prayer
Prayer Book, 364
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The People stand.
The Closing Hymn(8:45) “O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling” Hymnal, 539
(11:15) “Watchmen, tell us of the night”
Hymnal 640
The Dismissal
People’s Response
Postlude

Thanks be to God.
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

Prayer Book, 366
Manz

Sunday, December 17, 2017
Third Sunday of Advent

The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem

The Hymnal, S164

The Canticle of the Turning

The people of St. Catherine’s seek to share in the love that Jesus Christ
has for us and the world by welcoming, accepting, nurturing, and serving all people
through the power of the Holy Spirit. We welcome you!
Come and grow with us in understanding, gratitude, service and peace
as we all have something to learn about one another, our world and God. We may not
have all the answers, but we welcome all your questions.

At 11:15 am, we welcome our guest celebrant, The Rev. Mandy Brady
who this week celebrates her 20th anniversary
of ordination to the priesthood.

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Prelude

“Come your Hearts and voices Raising”

arr. Haan

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Advent Wreath has four candles, one for each week of Advent and a white
Christ candle in the center to be lit on Christmas. The four candles mark the
progress of the four weeks of Advent.
Third Sunday Of Advent: Joy (Based on 1 Thessalonians 5 And Philippians 4)
Leader
People
Leader

Rejoice in the Lord always
And again I say rejoice.
For the one who calls you is faithful,

The Leader lights the candle.
Sung at 11:15

Choral Introit

Advent Acclamation

Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
THE WORD OF GOD

YOU ARE WELCOME AT THIS TABLE
Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey with God,
you are welcome at this table.
Communion Hymns All sing.
“Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord”
“For the bread which you have broken”

The Postcommunion Prayer
Prayer Book, 365
The People stand or kneel as they are able.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant
People
The Prayers of the People have been adapted from ones offered by the Episcopal
Diocese of Eastern Oregon.

St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church

a parish in the Diocese of Atlanta
571 Holt Road, Marietta, Georgia 30068
phone: 770-971-2839 ● fax: 678-324-3710
www.StCatherines.org ● Stcats@stcatherines.org
Bulletin online: www.stcatherines.org/stcatherines-bulletin.pdf
stcatherines.onthecity.org
StCatherinesEpiscopalChurch
St-Catherines-Preschool
StCatherinesYouth
Good ShepherdStCats
Music used by permission Church Pension Fund from The Hymnal 1982,

5

“Come thou long expected Jesus

The Hymnal, 66

Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity
Hymn 437
Hymn 341

Eucharistic Minister Sending
On Sundays when the Sacrament is taken to those who are ill or infirm, the following
prayer is prayed:
Celebrant: In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy
gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s
body and blood.
People: We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread,
and one cup

The Blessing

The Opening Hymn
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Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Song of Praise

“The Canticle of the Turning”

see back of bulletin

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Please be seated.

8:45 am Christmas Pageant begins here

The Lesson

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's
favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for
those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up
the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined
cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery
and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an
everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are
a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole
being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
People

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
(Silence)

The Psalm (said 7:45/8:45, sung 11:15)

Psalm 126

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations, *
"The Lord has done great things for them."
4 The Lord has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
The Epistle

The Sermon

The Rev. Sarah Fisher

The Nicene Creed
Prayer Book, 358
The People stand.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
(Silence)

Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept

All

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each
other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of
the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on
our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.
Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Prayer Book, 360
Please stand.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you
The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile
here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O
Israel.
Announcements
At the Offertory

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory Anthem
(8:45 am)

“Ave Maria”

Offertory Anthem
(11:15am)

“Keep Your Lamps”

The Presentation Hymn

“ We the Lord’s People”

Schubert
Leah Banko, soprano
arr. Thomas
The Hymnal, 51

The Great Thanksgiving

Congregation: O come, O come Emmanuel
Intercessor: O come, O come Emmanuel and come to our broken world as we pray for
all nations of this earth. Bind the hearts of all humankind. Heal our divisions and be
our King of Peace.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Sanctus and Benedictus

The Hymnal, S-128

Congregation: O come, O come Emmanuel
Intercessor: O come, O come Emmanuel and hear our prayers for each other. Like
those in ancient times prayed for their tribes, we lift each other to clouds of majesty
and awe. We offer our prayers for those we remember now, either silently or aloud. We
pray also for those in our parish, especially, and for all who are in need of prayer.
Congregation: O come, O come Emmanuel

Please stand as you are able.
The children may leave for Children’s Chapel
“On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”

The Gospel
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely
exile here until the Son of God appear.
Intercessor: O come, O come Emmanuel and guide us, your church, that we may
follow the path of knowledge you have laid before us. That we may always walk in
your ways.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

The Sequence Hymn

People

The Prayers of the People
The congregation sings:

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words
of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of
evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
People

Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.”
Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they
had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The Hymnal, 76
John 1:6-8,19-28

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John..
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did
not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then?
2

Intercessor: O come, O come Emmanuel to guide and love, the souls too soon departed,
especially those we now name, either silently or aloud. Grant them safe passage to your
nearer presence.
Congregation: O come, O come Emmanuel
Intercessor: O come, O come Emmanuel as we rejoice, lifting our voices in cheer for
the many blessings in our lives, which we now name before you. We thank you for
your abundance in our lives.
Congregation: O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine
advent here; disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to
flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee , O Israel.

The People stand or kneel as they are able.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.

The Confession of Sin and Absolution
Please kneel as you are able.
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